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1 Read the text below and answer the following questions.

Computer chips in human brains:

How Americans view the technology with recent advances
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(Text and Figures: Jenn Hatfield and Alec Tyson. Pew Research Center,

February 2024. —ERZ5 )

E)

implant (s) *: something that is put into a person’s body in a medical

operation
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f 1 To complete the third paragraph, choose the most appropriate words or
phrases for ( @ )—( @ ) from the given choices and write the
letter on your answer sheet. Four options will be unused. The first words

in the sentences are not capitalized.

(A) a good idea (B) a bad idea (C) a large majority
(D) a large minority ~ (E) more than half (F) 1less than half

G sure H not sure

Bl 2 Choose the closest meaning of the underlined words or phrases & and
® in the given context and write the letter a, b, ¢, or d on your answer

sheet.

(1) meddling with
®
a. aiming at
b. depending on
c. interfering with

d. investing in

(2) Sizable
®
a. Acceptable
b. Large
c. Minor
d. Valuable
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f 3 Choose one statement that is true according to Figure 2 and write the

letter on your answer sheet.

a. Over a quarter of the respondents were not in favor of using
computer chip brain implants to allow increased movement for people
with disabilities.

b. About one in five respondents were not sure about using computer
chip brain implants to treat age-related mental decline.

c. Approximately two-thirds of the respondents opposed using computer
chip brain implants to directly translate thoughts into text.

d. More than half of the respondents disagreed with the use of computer

chip brain implants to search the internet by thinking alone.

B 4 To complete the text, choose the most appropriate word or phrase for

(A ) and write the letter a, b, ¢, or d on your answer sheet.

a. As a result
b. By contrast
c. Therefore

d. To illustrate
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f 5 Choose two statements that are true according to the text and write the

letters on your answer sheet.

a. If you have a brain chip, you can do what you want on your computer
just by thinking.

b. Overall, the respondents showed their positive views about the use of
brain chips.

c. Regardless of religious engagement, the respondents saw the use of
brain chips negatively.

d. Neuralink solely focuses on supporting people with disabilities in living
independently.

e. The vast majority of respondents feel the safety of the brain chip

implant should be tested.
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Answer the following questions.

] 1 To complete the following conversations, put the underlined words or
phrases in the most appropriate order and write the answers on your
answer sheet. For (1)—(3), the first word in each sentence should be

capitalized.

(1) Jing : Are you going to live in student housing?

Yui : I haven’t decided yet. (cost / do / how / it / know / much /

will / you) to rent a room around here?
Jing : No idea at all. Why don’t we search for the information online

together?

(2) Ashely : You look upset. What’s wrong?
Shohei : I had an argument with my friend Riku. (as / father / he /
he / if / my / talked / were).

Ashely : Calm down. Maybe he’s just worried about you.

(3) Kevin : Who is the best for the next captain?

Tomo : Meg! (along / comes / getting / it / people / to / when /

with), nobody is better than her.

Kevin : You're right.

(4)  Sumin : I think our actions speak louder than our status.

Hiroto : Agreed. The problem (as / is / much / not / so / what /

who / you are / you do).

Sumin : Totally true.
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f 2 Aya’s school is going to hold a youth conference for local and
international high school students, and she is in charge of preparing the
website in English. The text below is her draft for the website content.

Read the text and answer the following questions.
Call for Presentations

We are now facing a wider variety of environmental issues ( @O )
climate change and water pollution. In order to share what we, as students,
are currently working on and what we can do in the future, Ume High School
will hold a youth conference for the environment. Those who are interested in
this theme are ( @ ) to join us and present their ideas. The participation

fee is only 500 yen!

[Date and Location]
March 21, 2026
Ume City Cultural Hall

[Presentation Formats]

@® Individual Presentation
Presenters will have 20 minutes for their talk, followed by a 10-minute
Q&A session.

@ DPoster Presentation

Presenters will stay at their posters during their assigned time slot

and interact with visitors.

[Language Used for Presentations]

English (Any language during lunch break)

[Who Can Present]
Any local or international high school student who lives or attends school
in Ibaraki
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[How to Apply]

Fill out this form (https://conference.com/forms) to complete the entry.

[Important Dates]

@ CEntry: by January 9

@ Notice of Acceptance: around February 6
@ Lunch Reservation: by March 7

(1) Choose the most appropriate word or phrase for ( @O ) and

( @ ) from the given choices and write the letter on your answer

sheet. Four options will be unused.

(A)  comparing (B) encouraged (© in other words

(D) prohibited (E) resulting (F) such as

(2) The following items correspond to one of the categories mentioned in
the text. Choose the most appropriate category for each of them from
the given choices and write the letter on your answer sheet. Two

options will be unused.

1) Length of the poster session
2) Required documents for entry
3) Deadline for participation fee payment

4) Bus schedules between the nearest station and the hall

(A) Date and Location (B} Presentation Formats
(© Language Used for Presentations (D Who Can Present

(E) How to Apply (F) Important Dates
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3 | Read the text below and answer the following questions.

Japan is Combating Rural Decline

With a National Network of Ice Cream

oo
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(Michael Colbert. Atlas Obscura, September 2020. —&Z5 )

GE)
scallop®: a sea creature that lives inside flat, round shells and can be
eaten

pottery™: pots and dishes made of clay
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Bl 1 Choose the closest meaning of the underlined words or phrases O — ®

in the given context and write the letter a, b, ¢, or d on your answer sheet.

(1) synonymous with

associated with
compared with

criticized for

a o T 2

overlooked for

(2) periodic
having normal features

not exceptional

occurring regularly

Qo T oE

true for all or most cases

(3) specialties

®
a. items and foods that are popular in a place
b. rules and regulations made by the local government
c. subjects that people study at the local university
d. ways to use roads effectively in each place
4) Savor
@
a. Buy and Sell
b. Research and Visit
c. Store and Save
d. Taste and Enjoy
(5) domain
®
a. a certain kind of belief
b. a particular area or field
c. a specific type of behavior
d. an object or a thing
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f 2 Choose four statements that are true according to the text and write the

letters on your answer sheet.

a. The author and Lynn used to travel to various parts of Japan on
weekdays when they were high school language teachers.

b. Locally unique soft ice cream flavors are inspired by the region’s
famous flowers and food.

c. Salty water-flavored soft ice cream is a product originally made in
Wakkanai.

d. Reviving rural areas is one possible way to address Japan’s problems
of population aging and low birth rates.

e . Tourists are likely to remember the place they visit by what they eat
because food has an emotional impact on them.

f. Lynn believes that it makes sense to use soft ice cream with local
flavors to promote rural areas because people generally love soft ice
cream.

g. Soft ice cream with unique local flavors is mainly intended to entertain

tourists, and less attention is given to how locals respond.
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fl 3 Choose the correct answers for questions (1)—(4) below and write the

letter on your answer sheet.

(1) What can be concluded from the underlined sentence Hokkaido is an
N
island consisting of more than 20 percent of the nation’s land but less

than 5 percent of the population?

a. Although Hokkaido is large, it has a small population.
b. Hokkaido is crowded with too many people and animals for its size.
c. Hokkaido needs more people to visit in order to become more

popular.

d. The farmers experience difficulties obtaining vehicles suitable for

their work.

(2)  Which phrase best fitsin ( B )?
Creamy and thick
Filled with sorrow

Ignored by many

0 o T o

Speaking of flowers

(3) To what does the underlined phrase these things refer? Choose two

©
answers.

a. The concept of national revival
. The custom of buying gifts while traveling

. The feeling of wanting to try various flavors

o o o

. The idea of local areas having their special foods and goods

(4) Why does Lynn feel that her real favorite flavor is apple?
D

a. Because apples are often given to language teachers by local people.

b. Because apples represent the place she feels deep emotional ties
with.

Cc. Because Lynn appreciates the government’s efforts to promote

apples.

d. Because Lynn senses people’s positive associations with apples.
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4 | Read the text below and answer the following questions.

Collaborative™ Writing in a Chinese as a Foreign Language Classroom:

Learners’ Perceptions and Motivations
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(Mengying Zhai. Journal of Second Language Writing, 53, 2021. —5Z )

3E)
collaborative™: done by two or more people working together
heritage language learner (s) of Chinese®: a learner of Chinese whose
family background is related to
China
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Bl 1 Choose the closest meaning of the underlined words O — @ in the given

context and write the letter a, b, ¢, or d on your answer sheet.

(1) concerns

)

a. dangers
b. interests
Cc. rewards
d. worries

(2) scrutinize
@
a. ask for
b. derive from
c. look into

d. pass on

(3) proficiency
&)
a. capacity
b. information
C. necessity

d. suggestion

4) drafts
@
a. hard exercises
b. precise drawings

O

rough compositions

d. small volumes
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] 2 Choose the most appropriate answer for the following questions (1) —(6)

and write the letter on your answer sheet.

(1) What is behind the recent popularity of CW?
a. the phenomenon that Chinese is taught as a second language more
than before
b. the trend that student work is perceived as beneficial by language
learners
c. the change of teaching modes from teacher-centered to learner-
centered

d. the development of various types of educational settings

(20 Whose perceptions of CW were examined in this study?

a. Chinese students with a great educational background

b. Chinese students majoring in writing at an American university
C. university students taking a Chinese language course

d. university students with high motivation for the Chinese language

(3 How many female students were heritage language learners of

Chinese in this study?

a. eight
b. nine
c. fourteen
d. not stated

(4) What were students required to do in this study?

a . finishing a group project and making an individual presentation
b. producing a logical essay and giving a group presentation

C. receiving a lecture on economy and engaging in a group project
d. researching on critical thinking and writing a 2000-word essay
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(5) How long did the CW project last?

about two weeks

o

o

about two and a half months
c . about five months

d. not stated

(6) What is a unique feature of this study compared with the previous
research?

classroom-based CW research

o

b. teacher-centered CW research
c. CW research conducted in the L2 English context

d. CW research conducted at an American university

8 3 Choose two statements that are true according to the text and write the

letters on your answer sheet.

a. Chinese is frequently taught as a second language in various
educational settings.

b. The researcher observed students’ collaborative behaviors during
the CW project in this study.

c. About 80% of the students had experienced CW projects in L2
classrooms before this study.

d. The student groups were organized by the course coordinator and
the researcher in this study.

e. Some students in this study reported they sometimes did not get

along with their group members.
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